Practical considerations in establishing valid and sensitive neurobehavioral test methods.
Validity and Sensitivity are discussed as key concepts for the Evaluation of neurobehavioral tests; validity refers to the meaning of an observed behavioral change, and sensitivity to the capability of a test to detect behavioral changes relative to dose and/or to other tests. Examples are given to explain these concepts. It is proposed to validate tests by means of compounds with known neurotoxic properties, and to cover sensitivity by described dose-response characteristics.